Vascular studies in the preoperative evaluation of pituitary adenomas before transsphenoidal surgery.
The transsphenoidal approach is being increasingly utilized in the surgical treatment of pituitary microadenoma. Even with high-resolution and dynamic computed tomography (CT) scanning, subtle vascular anatomic variants and other vascular anomalies involving the parasellar carotid arteries cannot always be clearly defined. Five cases are described in which evaluation by digital intravenous subtraction angiography or standard carotid arteriography provided useful preoperative information before transsphenoidal surgery. The implications of these findings are discussed.